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June 9, 2021 
 
Mr. Peter Barca, Secretary 
Wisconsin Department of Revenue 
2135 Rimrock Rd, Madison, WI 53708 
 
RE:  Addressing Climate Change Recommendations 
 
Dear Secretary Barca, 
 
In the recently released “Governor’s Task Force on Climate Change” there were several recommendations 
related to the important role our forest lands play to sequester carbon. 
 
One recommendation is to “target	marginal	cropland	for	tree	planting.” Another is to “tax	forest	land	on	its	
current	use	rather	than	its	highest	and	best	use.”	
 
As you may know, if a landowner planted trees on marginal crop lands they would see huge property tax 
increases. For example, in the Town of Tomahawk, Lincoln County, landowners who planted trees on 
former pasture would see their taxes increased from $0.70/acre to $26.54/acre, a 3700% increase. In the 
southern part of the state, increases are even higher. For example, in the Town of Dodgeville, Iowa County, 
landowners who converted pasture land to productive forest would see their taxes increased 5500%! 
Obviously, there is not a big incentive to plant trees.  To see tax rates for other towns in the state, you can 
visit our web site at www.wafo.org.    
 
It is our belief that there may be opportunities to help correct this problem by changing some eligibility 
requirements in administrative code TAX 18 by allowing taxes to remain the same if trees are planted on 
land currently classified as agricultural. Please let us know if we can be of any assistance if you decide to 
look at this option.       
 
The Wisconsin Alliance of Forest Owners has appreciated the opportunities you have extended us to work 
on forest land assessment and taxation policy. We also hope you found the recommendations you asked us 
to provide on individuals for the Farmland Advisory Council useful.     
 
Thank you and we look forward to working with you in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Kristie Kasbohm  
Executive Director, Wisconsin Alliance of Forest Owners 
  
Cc:  Senator Felzkowski, Senator Bewley, Representative Mursau, Representative Beth Meyers, Heather 
Berklund, Buddy Huffaker, Alex Madorsky, Adena Rissman 


