Keep the MFL Viable

Recognize that Tax and Regulatory
Incentives no Longer Favor Privately
Owned Forest Lands



1995 — PROPERTY TAXES
Agricultural Land - $15/ac

Forest Land - S8/ac
MFL - $2/ac

2016 — PROPERTY TAXES
Agricultural Land - $3/ac

Forest Land - $40/ac
MFL - $11/ac



2016 — With Full Use Value Taxation of
Intensively Used Ag Land

CLASSIFICATIONS AND AVERAGE TAXES

Acres (millions) Tax/Acre
Agricultural Land 12.0 $3
Forest Land 3.6 $40
Agricultural Forest 2.2 $25
MFL 3.3 $11

LAND VALUATION IN 2016
Agricultural Land - $3,800/acre
Forest Land - $2069/acre




Incentives Now Encourage Landowners to Pasture
Their Woods Instead of Entering the MFL
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Tax Incentives for Forest lands are now
1/10t of those for intensively used
Agricultural land

(Millions of Dollars of Tax Incentives, 2002)
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RECOMMENDATION ON MFL POLICIES

Administrative Rules need to be clear that any
changes to management plans, harvesting
requirements, or other directives require
landowner agreement. Landowners want certainty
when making a long term commitment.

Regulations need to emphasize working with
landowners to meet their objectives while still
meeting the law requirement that encourages
landowners to produce commercial timber.
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